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sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, the col-
ony of Peru, together with other South Amer-
ican colonies, was torn by dissensions between
contending rulers and factions. In 1718 the
Province of Quito was separated from Peru,
and sixty years later a large portion of the
southern territory was added to the govern-
ment of Buenos Aires.
la 1816 Peru attempted to gain its inde-
pendence, but was not successful. However,
with the assistance of English volunteers and
troops from Chile and other South American
countries, it succeeded in 1821. From that
time to 1883 the country was frequently in-
volved in war with adjoining states or was
torn by civil dissension. The last wars with
Chile and Bolivia were particularly disast-
rous, since Peru was enabled to make peace
only by ceding considerable territory. Boun-
dary disputes with Colombia were peaceably
settled in 1928. In 1927 efforts to arbitrate
the dispute with Chile over the Arica-Tacna
district were made by neighboring countries.
A Commission from the United States rec-
ommended a plebiscite. Finally in 1929 by
diplomatic means the dispute was settled,
Arica going to Chile and Tacna to Peru.
Population, about 6,150,000.
Related Articles. Consult the following
titles for additional information:
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PEBU', ill., in La Salle County, sixty
miles northeast of Peoria, at the head of
navigation on the Illinois Eiver, which is
crossed by four bridges, and on the Illinois
& Michigan Canal and the Chicago, Burling-
ton & Quincy, the Chicago, Ottawa & Peoria
and the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific rail-
roads. It has a picturesque location and con-
tains a public square and public parks. Saint
Bede College (Roman Catholic) is located
here, and other prominent buildings are a
Carnegie Library, People's Hospital, Turner
Hall and Masonic Temple. Peru is near de-
posits of bituminous coal, white sand rock
and cement rock, and it has a foundry, a
machine shop, a planing mill and manufac-
tures of scales, clocks, implements and vari-
ous other articles. In the vicinity are inter-
esting relics of the Mound Builders. The
place was settled in 1827 and was char-
tered as a city in 1852. Population, 1920,
8,869; in 1930, 9,121.
PERU, inu, the county seat of Miami
County, seventy-five miles north of Indian-
 apolis, on the Wabash Eiver and on the Lake
Erie & Western, the Wabash and the Chesa-
peake & Ohio railroads. The city contains
three railroad shops, electric, carbon and
steel works, candy factories, woolen mills,
manufactories of pianos, furniture and auto-
mobile parts. Peru has a public library,
Boyd Park, two sanitoriums and the Wabash
Railroad Hospital. It was incorporated in
1848. Population, 1920, 12,561; in 1930,
12,730.
PERUGIWO, paruje'no, (1446-1523), so
called because he was born near Perugia,
Italy, was one of the foremost painters of
the early Italian Renaissance. His real name
was pietro vannuoci. Taught by some of
the greatest painters of this time, he in turn,
rose to mastery of his craft and became
the teacher of Raphael, one of the
greatest of Italian artists. The rich,
warm color of Perugino's canvases, the sweet-
ness and gentleness of his faces are reflected
in the work of his illustrious pupil. Perugino
was one of the first Italian painters to use
oil colors. He received so many commissions
a large amount of the work of his studio
was executed by assistants. He executed an
important series of frescoes for the Sistine
Chapel, Rome, some of which sail remain.
Fine specimens of his frescoes are also pre-
served at Perugia, Bologna and Florence.
PERU'VIAN BARK, the bark of various
species of trees belonging to the cinchona
family. It is valued for the quinine it con-
tains. The trees are native to South Amer-
ica, particularly Peru. See quinine.
PESETA, pa say'tali, the standard money
unit in Spain, having the same intrinsic value
as the French franc and the Italian lira. It
is equivalent to 19.3 cents in United States
and Canada money. The peseta is silver;
it has on one side the head of the king, and
on the other the Spanish coat of arms. Two-
peseta silver pieces are made; and five, ten,
twenty and twenty-five peseta pieces are
coined in gold. "Peseta77 means little peso.
See peso.
PESO, pay'so, the name given the mone-
tary unit in Mexico, in Central America and
in most South American countries. The
value of the peso varies with location. The
peso of Mexico is equivalent to $0.498 of
United States and Canada money, that of
Central America to $0.39, while in Uruguay it
is of practically one dollar in value. The peso
originated in Spain, where formerly coins

